
WOODY’S WORLD 

Crofton Woods  
Elementary School 

 
410-721-1054 / 410-222-5805 

School Website 

School Hours:   
9:05AM — 3:30PM 

November 

5: PTA Movie Night - 5:00 PM 
6: PTA Meeting – 7:00 PM 
7: Toby’s Gr 1  
8: CogAt Testing Gr 2&5  

7:00 PM- Magnet Program 
Student Chat 
Coal Fire Fundraiser  

9&10:Two hour early dismissal - End 
of the 1st marking period 

10:Veteran’s Day Assembly 9:30 AM 
Skate Night /Skate Zone-5:00PM 

13: Beginning 2nd marking period 
13-20: Media Book Fair 
13-17: American Education Week 
14: CogAt testing Gr 2&5 
15: Visitation Day 
16: Picture Retake, & Groups 
20: CogAt Testing Grade 2&5 

Report card distribution  
Camp Woodlands-Borowsky, 
Hart, Crawford  

21: Camp Woodlands: Schroen, 
Schuetz, McNeice  

22- 24:Thanksgiving Holiday- Schools 
Closed 

27-30: Drown Proofing GR5 

 

Principal’s Message 

“Special” 

 This year is a personal milestone in my life.  This is the first year that I don’t have a kid in school.  My 

husband and I have three children and each of them have now graduated from college and are gainfully 

employed!  Yay!  We have finally payed our last tuition payment!  Woo Hoo!  My husband and I are incredibly 

proud of all of our kids, but our youngest one was kinda’ “special” (each of our three kids are special in their 

own way). When he was very little, we noticed that he was crazy about numbers. (A trait that is not typical in 

our family.) He excelled in Math and eventually was determined as eligible for “extra advanced classes”. We 

didn’t care about the label, we just wanted  

him to be challenged and happy. 

 While all of our students have something special about them, some have extra special gifts in Language 

Arts, Math, Science, Sports, Art, Dance, Empathy, etc. The county helps us identify students that are 

“advanced learners” and those that are “gifted and talented”, a higher standard. The reason this designation 

is important is so we can, indeed, make sure they are “challenged and happy”. We start with an identification 

process for Advanced Learners (the acronym in AACPS is ALPs, Advanced Learner Programs) and then, a 

few years ago, the county added criteria for being identified as Gifted and Talented (GT).  

 There has been a revision to the qualification process as of last year, in order to more accurately identify 

those who need advanced placement and are highly able, and those who rise above and need specific GT 

instruction. We are truly blessed at CWES with a very large population of students who are above the norm 

and, in fact, that group constitutes over 2/3 of our student body, with approximately 23% of our population 

identified as GT in either Reading, Math, or both. What that means is that all intermediate classes at CWES 

run advanced learner programs and that students specifically designated as GT are regrouped in clusters for 

acceleration and enrichment. 

The state of Maryland defines Gifted and Talented students as: 

 Having outstanding talent and performing, or showing the potential for performing, at remarkably high 
levels of accomplishment. 

 Exhibiting high performance capability in intellectual, creative, or artistic areas 

 Possessing an unusual leadership capacity 

 Excelling in specific academic fields 
 

 As of the 2017-2018 school year, AACo. has identified a new GT ID process, which includes a universal 

screening in BOTH Grades 2 and 5. In our new process: 

 All 2nd and 5th grade students will take CogAT (Cognitive Achievement Test), except 5th graders who 

were already GT identified in 2nd grade for both Reading and Math.  

 From the CogAT scores and REPI (a scale of identified skills), eligible 2nd graders will take Performance 

Series.  

 4th grade PARCC scores will be used as one of the other 5th grade data points.  

 All 5th graders who are eligible will then have The Renzulli Teacher Scale completed. The Renzulli 

Parent scale will be given for targeted students as an additional data point.  

This process recognizes outstanding achievement and the potential for performing at a remarkably high level 

without penalizing students for a weakness in an area. This will help us more accurately identify students who 

are “special”. Again, ALL students are special in their own ways and with their own talents!  

Principal  Birus 
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The word “bully” or “bullying” is often misused or misunderstood.  
Here are some things to keep in mind.  Bullying is: 

Intentional 
Repeated over time 
Intended to harm 
Involves a power differential 
Involves a need for control 
Creates a hostile educational environment 
 

It is important to talk to your child and obtain more information to 
determine if the situation is in fact a bullying situation or an isolated 
incident.  Here are examples of supportive language to use to obtain 
more information:  

“I’m glad you came to me.” 
“Tell me more about what happened.” 
“Has this happened before?” 
“Did you inform an adult?” 
“Did anyone try to help?” 
“Do you feel safe?” 
 

People who are being bullied often feel there is nothing they can do to 
stop the behaviors from occurring.  That is not true.  Here are some 
suggestions to discuss with your child(ren).  

Avoid the bully – stay away if you can. 
Ignore the bully – If you don’t react, the bully may just 

stop. 
Walk away – this is the thing to do if you feel unsafe. 
Talk to the bully – Say how you feel without using 

putdowns or insults (I statements). 
Tell an adult – Get help from grown-ups at school right 

away.  It’s ok to tell at home too, but telling an adult 
right away will help the adults intervene while the 
incident is occurring. 

 
 

Substance Abuse Lesson 

 All elementary school 

counselors in the Arundel 

and South River feeder 

schools will deliver one 

lesson about substance 

abuse prevention starting 

at the end of 

November.  This is in 

response to the Opioid 

crisis in Maryland and it 

will be occurring in all 

AACPS elementary 

schools.   

These lessons will occur 

in the 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

grades.   

Please contact Mrs. 

Martin if you would like to 

preview the materials. 

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin    

ammartin2@aacps.org  

Holiday Assistance 

Many families have been 

affected by the difficult 

economic times in our 

country.  Don’t worry - 

there is help for this        

holiday season! 

Numerous organizations 

in our community have 

offered to assist families 

with gift donations.   

If you are in need of   

assistance please 

contact Mrs. Martin.  

This information is kept  

confidential.   

 



Veterans Day Celebration 

November 10, 2017 

The Human Relations Committee of Crofton Woods 

Elementary will be hosting a Veterans Day Program featuring the 

Crofton Woods Chorus on November 10th at 9:30 a.m.    

In advance of the program, we would like to extend the 

opportunity to Crofton Woods families to create a poster of their 

family members who are or have served in the armed forces.  We 

will be displaying the posters around the auditorium during the 

celebration.  Please write the CWES student’s name and homeroom 

on the back so it can be returned.  Posters must be received by 

Wednesday, November 8th.  Posters can be up to 18 x 24 inches in 

size.   

We also invite you to send in a picture that will be part of a slide 

show playing prior to the program.  The photo may be captioned and 

should display the name of the service member(s) pictured and their 

relation to our student.  Photos must be received by November 8th. 

Photos must be digital and can be e-mailed to Mrs. Haroth at 

charoth@aacps.org.  In your e-mail, please include a caption of the 

photo with the name of the service member(s) pictured and their 

relation to our student.   

If you have questions, contact Mrs. McSweegan 

smcsweegan@aacps.org or Mrs. Haroth charoth@aacps.org. 

 

mailto:charoth@aacps.org
mailto:smcsweegan@aacps.org
mailto:charoth@aacps.org


Crofton Woods 

Elementary 

Vision Statement 

Crofton Woods 

Elementary is a 

respectful, 

responsible 

community providing 

engaging 

experiences and 

inspiring tomorrow’s 

leaders to discover, 

integrate, and grow. 

 

 

 

 

 

A hearty and 

happy  

THANK YOU  

for your 

generosity in 

supporting 

Harvest for the 

Hungry!  

All together we 

collected 

$1037.26 and 

3500 items!  

Crofton Woods is 

amazing! 

 

American Education Week  
November 13-17, 2017 

All Crofton Woods Parents and Guardians are cordially 

invited to visit classrooms and see your children in action. 

Open House Wednesday November 15th, 2017 

9:05 AM TILL 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM TILL 3:00 PM 

Come join us to visit your child’s classroom and see 

what wonderful things are happening at CWES! 

 All Visitors Must Wear a Badge*!   

 

*Special Badges will be printed for this day. Please sign in at 

the table in the front lobby and wear the badge so it is visible 

at all times. Please help us keep CWES safe! 

Coming to the Crofton 
Woods Media Center! 

  

 
 

Monday, Nov. 13:  9:00 am - 
3:30 pm 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 14:  9:00 am – 3:30 pm,  
4:00 - 8:00 pm FAMILY NIGHT! 

 
Wednesday, Nov. 15:  9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

 
Thursday, Nov. 16:  9:00 am- 3:30 pm,  

4:00 – 8:00 pm FAMILY NIGHT! 
 

Friday, Nov. 17:  10:00 am – 3:30 pm 
 

Monday, Nov. 20:  8:30 am- 11:00 am 
                                             

Also, visit our Online Book Fair at    
www.scholastic.com/bf/croftonwoods 

  
Got an hour to share?   

Sign up to volunteer at https://goo.gl/hdrLQK  

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/croftonwoods
https://goo.gl/hdrLQK


 

PTA 
There is so much 

happening at Crofton 

Woods...wouldn’t you 

like to be part of the 

excitement?  

 

Click on this link  

cwespta.digitalpto.com 

to reach the PTA site or 

contact a PTA member 

for more information. 

 

ParentCONNECTxp (PCxp) is an easy-to-use tool for 
communicating student progress that will allow you to take an 
even more active role in your child’s education. Parents and 
guardians of Grades 1-12 students can log onto the secure 
ParentCONNECTxp website to access their child’s grades 
and attendance.   

      Parent Connect Link 

 

 
PACE 

STAMP 
HERE 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcwespta.digitalpto.com%2F&data=01%7C01%7CCHHARRIS%40AACPS.org%7Cf822c2623f3e4e249a5908d42843ef76%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=WsCB93AkmFGi1ehE5wP864YQk6VZZBGoRVl33rsngGI%3D&reserv
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1325
http://www.aacps.org/family

